Resurrection of Our Lord
Faster Day

April 5, 2026

St. James Lutheran Church Rock Island, Illinois



Today’s worship leaders are:

Presiding Minister...........ccccvveeeeenneee. Rev. Donald Knowles
OrganiSt........ccccvuvrieeeeeiiiiiieeee e e, Dr. John Hildreth
TIUMPET ..o Ian Empen
o1 1 ) PP UR Bob Ryden
Communion Assistants ................... Rhea Frank-Cottingham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GATHERING SONG:  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  #365
GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

3*Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, °but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what
is right is acceptable to him. **You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all.
3’That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: **how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. **We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree; *°but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, *'not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. *He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. ¥*All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

!Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;

God's mercy endures forever.
’Let Israel now declare, "God's mercy endures forever."

“The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the
righteous:
"The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!

'°The right hand of the LORD is exalted!

The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!"
1T shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
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8The LORD indeed punished me sorely,

but did not hand me over to death.
POpen for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.

20"This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter."
21T give thanks to you, for you have answered me

and you have become my salvation.
’The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in

1t.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4
'f you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on the
things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, * for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28" Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
! After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. > And suddenly
there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. * His appearance
was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. * For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. ° But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. ® He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. ' Then go quickly and tell his
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he 1s going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for
you.” ® So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to
tell his disciples. ® Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. '° Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ is Risen! Alleluia! #3582



Nicene Creed
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Each petition concludes:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The assembly is seated.
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of
Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
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O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION

(All are welcome to receive communion. We believe that Christ is truly
present for us through the bread and cup. An usher will invite you to come
forward down the center aisle to the rail. Please take an individual
communion cup at the head of the center aisle. Grape juice is also
available in the prefilled cups in the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available. Please indicate to the pastor if you would like the wafer instead
of the bread. After receiving communion you may return to your seat by
the side aisle. Used communion cups may be placed in the basin at the

head of the side aisle.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and
are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious
hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In
the name of Jesus, Amen.
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BLESSING
God Almighty, who 1s the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG:  Thine is the Glory #376

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ 1s risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go 1n peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39354.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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The Easter Lilies adorning our chancel this morning have been given by:

Jaem & Judy Fox Given in Memary of Parents & Our
Son Chad

Bill & Ruth Unne Havtman QGiven in Memary of Family & Friends

Frank & Cam Palicki Civen in Memary of Our Families

Dave & Donna Rennekee Given in Memory of Our Loving Family
Daen & May Knowles Given in Memary of Our Loved Ones

Michelle McHenzie Civen in Memary of Loved Ones

Bet & Linda Ryden Civen in Memary of Our Four Parents

Bill £ Jo Kempf Given in Thanks for Our Children &
Cuandchildien

You are welcome to take your lily with you after the service this morning.
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