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532

Gather Us In



1. Here In this place a new light is streaming
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings

brought here to you in the light of this day.



Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,

we shall arise at the sound of our name.



2. We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry,

called to be light to the whole human race.



Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage to enter the song.



3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons
and your daughters

call us anew to be salt of the earth.



Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion

lives that are holy and hearts that are true.



4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away —
here in this place the new light is shining,

now is the kingdom, and now is the day.



Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,

fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950



504

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God



1. A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod

and wins salvation glorious.



The old satanic foe

has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.



2. No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,

whom God himself elected.



You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.



3. Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat’ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;

they cannot overpow’r us.



Let this world’s tyrant rage;
in battle we’ll engage!

His might is doomed to fail;
God’s jJudgment must prevail!

One little word subdues him.



4. God’s Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side

with weapons of the Spirit.



Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom’s ours forever!

Text: Martin Luther, 1493-1546, tr.



/769

If You But Trust in God to Guide You



1. If you but trust in God to guide you
with gentle hand through all your ways,
you’ll find that God is there beside you
when crosses come, in trying days.
Trust then in God’s unchanging love;
build on the rock that will not move.



2. What gain is there in anxious weeping,
in helpless anger and distress?
If you are in your Savior’s keeping,
in sorrow will he love you less?
For Christ who took for you a cross
will bring you safe through ev’ry loss.



3. The Lord our restless hearts is holding,
in peace and quietness content.
We rest in God’s good will unfolding,
what wisdom from on high has sent.
God, who has chosen us by grace,
knows very well the fears we face.



4. Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways unswerving,
offer your service faithfully.
Trust heaven’s word; though undeserving,

you’ll find this promise true to be.
This is our confidence indeed:
God never fails in time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite



Go In peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.



